_Ghsleri had grown indifferent to suneh a degree
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THE MERRY MONTH.

It was the merry month,
And the merey birds sang loud;
The wren was in the vy hush,
The lark wag in the elond.
In all that day of perfect May
There seemed no power of 11,
When a hawk came salllng out of the
And all those songs grew stltl

wood,

Tt wns the merry month,
And e woods were (] of glee,

The lzard on lts sunny bank,
The squierel npon the tree,

Tn all that ime of lusty prime

There sormed no thonght of death,

When # snake came erawling out of 8 nodk,
And fear held every breath.

It was the merey month,
And never wos month <o falr]
Lord Lovel 1= up In his lady's bower
stnging with Lady vlare,
Thoy sang 11 onee, they sang I twiee,
Pt song ! e seemed trae Tover:
When @ stinging word, llke a Mow, was heard—
Thele = merry month® wias over,
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CHATTER XL

tefore attempting to ehroniele the events which
wore the ultimate conseqgnences of thase already
desepibed, it will he necossary to explain how it
was that very little worth recording oeeurrd dur-
fnz nearly three vears after the day on which Pie-
vro Ghisleri sald goodby to the Contessa dell’
Armi, when ehie was going to make lier customary
vigit to her fatler,

In the .natural conrse of things every one -
turned in the following antumn in more or ligs
lively expeetation of the season to come. Laura
Arden expeeted nothing of it in the way of amuss-
ment, nor dild she look forward to anything of tha
sort in her life as possible for many seisons to
come,

Madidalena dell Armi, on the other hand, ex-
peeted mush, and was, on the whole, disappointed.

as 1o he almast unrecoznizable to Lis friends e
went ont very little, and was said to he hisy with
some specnlation in which he wias rnining hims1f,
but of which, ns o matter of faet, lie had never
even heard,  Adele Savelli went evervwhere, thin,
nervaus and eareworn, anid apparently driven to
death by the necessity for excitement. There
were people who said she was aoing mvl, and others
who said she lised on morphine and that it must
wltimately kill her.  The division of opinions con-
earning the nature of her malady still existed, and
the wildest stories were sent adrift at a venturs
Gown the dangerous rapids of conversat ion. Donpa
Adele had quarreled abont Laura with her father,
who had disinherited her as far as he was ahle,
and she led a life of duly torment in Casa Savelli
in consaquenes,  That was one of the tales.  Then
it was stated that Franeeseo's passion for Lanra
Arden had snddenly developed to lippoie propor-
tions, and that his wife was eating her heart ont.
Thirdly, there was a party which asserted confi-
dently that Adele herself was in love with Pletro
Ghisleri, who did not even take the tronble to go
and eee her more than onee or twice & month. The
only point npon which opinion Was nnanimons was
Tanra Arden's personal and undivided responsibili-
ty for all the evil that lhappened to Adele Suvelli
In the first year, o lonz as Lanra never went inta
the waorld, the reputation society lad glven her
parmed her very little, and but for the extremely
thenghtful Kindness of one or two eomminioative
friends she mizht have remained in ignorance of
it altogetlier. As it was, she was indifferent, ex-
cept when she was amused by the #till enrrent ae-
cusation of possessing tho evil eye.

That Laura was an undoubted and dangerons
jettatrice wus now commonly accepted as & matter
Campodonico lind

of fact. Sinee Ghisleri and
fought, the men had been circumspect in their
remarks, but there wore few who did not malke

the sign when they saw her go by, If anvthing
had been needed to prove the fact. there was the
fssue of the duel, The mun who had taken Laura’s
side had nearly lost his life, thongh he had fought
peveral times previously without ever receiving
any serions hurt.  That was proof positive, Adelv's
{llness, too, dated almest {rom the day of her recon-
eiliation with Laura, and seemed lkely to end
fatally. Then, almost at the sgam? time, the Con-
tesss had broken with Ghisleri in the most heart-
less way, as the world said. For the worll knew
something ahout that, too, and eonld have told
the whole story most exsetly ns it Lisd pever hap-
pened, and detailed gevernl conversations aceur-
ately which had never taken place. Poor Ghisleri?
The world pitied him sincerely, and hated Laura
Arden for being the ovil eyed canse of all his mis-
fortunecs,  How could he gtill go 10 see her, Know-
ing, as he must, how dgngerous it wag?  Had she
not almost killed him and Adele as well as quite
kilgng her hushand 2 Preople who touched Tanra
Ardan's hand wonld do well to ghut themselves up
and lie safe at home for four and twénty hours,
until the power of the jettatura was past. Those
black eves of hers meant no good to any one, in
spite of her inspirited nunlike looks.

All these things were ssid, repeated, affirmed,
denied, disenssed, and said 8gain in the perpetual
vinions eirele of gossip, while tha persons most
concerned lived their own lives almost altogether
undisturbed by the reports affecting them, No one
refused to bow to Laura Arden in the street, al-
thongh shie was supposed to Lave the power of
bringing murder, pestilente and sudden death on
those who went ton near Ler. Nohody ventured
to condole with Adele Savelli upon her hushand's
flighty condnet, still less npon the supposed loss to
Ler of half the Gerano estate. Nor did any one
express to Ghisleri anything like sympathy for
having been so ahominably treated by the Con-
tegsa. Such frankness would have been reprelian-
sible and tactless in the extreme.

Adele Savelli’s existence was in reality far more
wretched than any one could have suppose | at that
time, and it ‘was destined to e made Fet more mis-
arable beforp n second year had elapsed.

In the spring of the year following that de
geribed in the last chapter, the Contessa dell” Armi
surprised Ghisleri with u very startling pieea of
news. They were talking together in the grand
stand at one of the May riaces.

“ You know I always tell you everything T hear
that seems to he of any fmportance,” she said.
“Wao geperally know what 1o helieve, T heard a
story last night which is so very odd that there
may be some trath in it. As it may be nothing
but a bit of mischief, I will not name the person
who told me. It is said that more than a ¥ear
ago, when Adele Savelli thought she was dying
out at Gerano, ghe did not wish to confesa to the
parish priest, whom <he had known all her life,
and so she wrote out a genersl confession and sent
it to & priest hero in Rome. 1s that possible, do

you think #”
wSueh things have been done,” answered Ghis-

Jeri. I do not know what the rule is about them,
but the case is possible.”

“ was not sure. Now they say that this eon-
fession of Adele pever reacherl its destination,
and that a copy of it, if not the original, is in cir-
culation in society, pussing quietly from hand to
band. That is a strange story, is it not i

“ A very strange story.” Pietro's face was grave,
for he remembered many circumstances which this
tale might explain. * And what is the confession
said to contain ?" he asked after a pause.

“Some extraordinary revelations about Adele's
social career: it is even hinted that there is some-
thing whieli might bring very serious conseiuences
upon her if it were known, though what it is no
one can find out. That is what I heard, and I
thought it worth while to tell you. I think, ns
far as I am concerned, that 1 shall deny it. It
Jooks improbable enough on the face of it. One
need not say that its very improbability mukes one
think it cannot be all un invention.”

«No. I think yoeu are wise.-and charifable as
well. I there is any truth in it, Donna Adele
will have another illness when it reaches her ears.
1 suppose people have not falled to say that it was
Lady Herbert who had . the confession stolen
through a servant.”

“Strange to say, no one has said that yet, but
they .will,” added Maddalens, with conviction.
* Hore comes Savelli--take care! Will you pat

forty franca for me og the next race? Tere is the
note.”

There was no exaggeration in the Contessa's
arcount.  The story wias actunlly in eireulation,
it the lost confession was not.  Dnlike the majori-
ty of such tales, however, this one was not openly
repoated or commented upon where more than two
people were present, 1t disappeared and reappeared
in unexpeeted places like the river Apheus of old,
hut its ghape was not materially changed. Tt was
told in whispers and nnder torrible naths of serre-
ov, and oeeasionally—vers rarely, indpisd =thie mere
word * Confessinn® spoken in eaanal econversation
made people smile and look at eoch other. There
was not even a seandalons little puragraph in any
of the daily papers referring o it. For thire are
moments when sogiety ean keep jts aeerets, stranues
Iv communieative as it is at other times The
lmecs of Savelli and Gerann were too jmportant
and, in a way, too powerful still to b parelessly
nttackod. Tnierdd, socioty very runeh |'r--frrrml
that neitlior the one nor the other s«honld bir at-
tacked at all, and hehaved so earefully in this
ane instanen that it was very long hefore any one
diseoversd that @ fow wenlks hofore the rimor Tl
bieen oot nfloat that Traneescn Suvelli had Tomsedf
eymmprily dismissed Adels mnid for tir veally
ayions ofiente of helping lor mistress to provirse
more morphine than the dostor’s opders allowed. Tt
was Tonger =till before any ene knew that the mnid’s
name wae Lueia, and that she Lad framedintely
found n situution with Donna Murin Taceapniduli.
What wag never known to the publie at all was
that when Savelli sent Tier ant of the honse Lateia
had threatened to make eertain revelations injuri-
ous to the family if he persisted, bt that Franees-
oo had not paid the slightest attantion fo the men-
ace, nar oven spoken of it to his wifie, 1l wis anf-
ish, eold, and very far from admiralle as a man,
bhut hie had Been bronght up in eod traditions,
and T the instinets of a centleman when Tiix own
comifort wis not endangered by them,

ANl Ghisleri's suspicions revived at the news
AVaddalenn save him. Azain T took down the
wmedieal work e had e enltidd on the evening
when the fidea that Adele was in some way enilty
of Arden's death hal first fashod aeross Niis mind
more than 4 vear previenslv.  Azam hie real the
shapter on searlet fover eopefally from hezinnine
to end, and sat down to think over the pis=sihilities
in wieh g oenee, and ones MOFS, after soveral duys
of serinne nnnlirl--rnlmn. T grrew sr'-1||ir:ll. anl
abandoned the attempt to fatham the mystorv, if
myetery there werp, e knew that even withont
that, Adels might have written many thinzs to
her econfossor in eonfidence which, if repeated
apenly in the world, would do her terrible hiarm
Ho was quite sure that all the infamons glandera
on Taunra and ler hushand eould altimately e
traced to Adels alone, and it was prssilile that 1he
stolen docnment contained & full aeconnt of them
thengh how any sane per<on eanlil ba pash enoh
to tpnst sneh g statement to the post awns toyonsd

T i) not know that

Gihislerits eorpreliension,
artioans

Adele liad hardly been responsd de far hier
on that day and on many suecoeding ones e
had seen, while at Gerana, that <l weas far from
well, bt shie Lad heen anparantly in D11l posses-
That he shauld Tave mtrist 0
to paper the confession that she had wilfullv anid
aneeesfully attampted t mnka Herhert  Amlen
eatell the scarlet fever in her own honse, by ponlid
not belisve, thongh he thonght it pussihle that the
erime mizht have actually heen committed

He eyw strone reasons for thinking thint the ron-
tossion had aither Tween destr wodd, oF lael nevers
roally boen shown, hut that
hiad known comething of its confent< and lad prre
haps hetrs wl the knowledze 1noa it of anger
The Contesan dell” Armi pondl never tell him any-
thing further than sl bad conpnnmentsd af i
rucos, and she, s he knew. was intimate with
wany who wonll be ac puninted with all the eur-
rent gossip,  Strange to sl the story peither de-
veloped nor changed @ and, contrary to g expec-
tations and 1o Maddalenn’s own, no one AvRE R
gesterd thut Lady Herleat Arden hiad haon instri-
mental in eansing the confession to b stolen.  The
men did not talk abonut the story at all, or, at least,
no one ever hinted a1 it when Ghicleri was prevesnt

Laura saw him often during that winter, thowgh
not so regnlarly as in the frst menths which bl
suconeded Dier, Tinshanil's death, Tt was evident
to Piotro that the Prineess was & pionsly distorbed
hy his frequent visits 1o hor danghiter, and he wil-
lingly resteicted them vather than give offenee to
the elderly Tady.  As was fo le expeetend, e grad
ually became more bntinnte with Laura as time
Thore were stronz hods of frivtulship b=
vmpath

glan Of her senses,

s third person

went on.
tween them, and the elements of a deep »
On more than one orension each had spoken to thie
other the whole theughts of the ment, as prople
like themselves rarely speak to more than one or
two persons who come into their lives. LR T O
felt that Lanrs was taking the pliver of ey orvtiTne
in his existence for which he had formerly cared,
and the thonght of love for any woman Tl never
hoen sn far from him as during thut year and the
following summer.  He hezan 10 take a pleastire
in small things that conecrned her, which he Tl
rarely found in the zreat emotions of his former
lite. Oeeasionally, when lie was in & bael temper,
hie sneered at Nimself and said that Jie wis grow
ing old, and was enly fit 1o be the grardian of
distreased widows and futherless ehildren,  But in
spite of such moments, L was sometimes conseinns
of something not unulile Happiness, and he was, on
the whole, far more chieerful anid less discontented
with himself than he had formerly by

41t is the ealm before the storm,” T maild o
Tanra one dav, with a lwngh,  * Something ap-
palling is goingz to happen to me hefore lonz.”

ST do not helieve it,” she answered, ronfidently.
“You have lived sueh an existence of axeitement
for so many” years that yvou cannot uniderstand
what peace means now that yon have tried it Of
enurse if vou 2o In seareh of cmotions again yon
will find them. They grow on every Toash, and
are as cheap as blackberries.”

Laura laighed u little, too, as she made the pe-
ply. She thought muel of Ghisleri now, anid ghe
could hardly realize whit her life would b with-
out him, Little Ierhert first, then lier mother,
then Pietro-so the three stoad in their respentive
order wlhen she onght of Lor rathor lonely posi-
tion in the worll. For she was very lonely, evin
when Arden had been dead eizhteen months or
more.  Her old aeguaintanecs rurely camp to pes
hier, and when they did there was o canstraint i
their munner which told of fear, or tislike, or
botl,  The idle tale of the evil eve which she hadl
an heartily despised onee upon a time Ll ddone its
work. In the following year, when in the natural
eonpse of events she wonld have gone out oeci-
sionally in a very quict way, she found herself
almost eut off from soviety.

Fven then she ald not eare so mueh as mizht
have been expeeted. But her mauther was in de-
gpair. She and the Prince constantly had Latra
to dine with them, and slways asked nt tie same
time two or three friends with whom she liael for-
merly been more or less intimate.  But when it
beeams known {hat *to dine quite informully '
meant that the person invited was to meet Laura
Ariden, it hecame very hard to find evenings wlhen
any one chanced to be free to aceept an invitation
to the Palazzo Bracelo.  Ineredible as it may seem.
Laurs waw ulmost ostracized. No one who has not
scon the social ruin which such s reputition as
liers brings with it eould believe how complete it
ean be. Ghisleri ground his teeth in impotent
anger against the stupid and ernel superstition
whicli possessed his fellow-citizens, and wiich in
a vear or two would inevitably drive Laura to
leave Rome, us it had driven others hefore then.
Ha eould do nothing, for the thinz was never men-
tioned before him, and moreover be would be far
more eareful now than he had ever heen not to be
drawn into a quarrel on Laura’s account.

For e waa well aware that his position toward
her was adomalons and mizht very easily be mis-
understond in & soeicty where almost all were
prejudiced ngniost her. He supposed thai the
world exjdeted him to marry her when a little
more time had passed, and he knew that nothing
was further from his thoughts. It was at this
time, just two years ufter Herbert Arden's death,
that he began to torment himself, periiaps with
hetter renson than in former doys. Knowiug as

he did what q:m. be .!ld, and what in all likeli-

howd was said about his friendship for Lanrn, the
advisahility of discontinning his visits almost nl-
together presented itself for consideration, and
wonld not he sammarily annihilated by any =pt-
cious argument. It had formerly sopmed to him
treacherans even to think of loving Arden's wife,
though the thought had rarely cromed his mind
even as the wildest hypothesis until some T
after his friend hud been dead nnd huried. It now
soomed 38 impossible as ever to love her, bat he
was ohliged by the commonest aof COMMOn Sense
considerations to admit that snch an  affection
would not imply the smallest breaeh of faith to
Arden's memory,  She was @ widow, and any man
who knew her had a rizht to love her and to ask
her hand if e so pleased.  That vizht, then, was
hin also, if ever he should necd to avail himself of
it. Put it was precisely hecanse he did not love
Laura Arden that the douht as to Lis own conduet
apose,  As he had no intention of asking lier to
merry Tim, eonlid and ghould Lie put her in sueh a
position as to fuvor speeulation in regar®l to her ?
nauestionably he shonld not. it in that eaee,
what wis he to do? The old, fanalle, worllly
instinet told him to ereate a diverion by cansing
gossip in other directions, whers seandnl wonlil be
ensily munnfaefirsd, and then to proeure hims:f
the liherty of doing what he pleased hehind the
worlils baclk, 8o to gay,  But 10 his epelit it must
admitted that he dil not entertain the ilea for
1t disgusted him and he sought for a
imagination,

e
0 moment,
solntion elsewhere, trying, in bis
every coneeivable oxpediont Ly whieh he faneied
that he might enjoy Taura's society withaut eom-
promising her in an® way. In sueh eages. how-
pvor, it i hard to find a stratagem whirch shall at
onen satisfy the exigeneies of the sitnation anl
an honest man's conscienca aml sense of honor.
1o had long given up the enstom of going to s
Laurs svery other day, and whon she was at ler
mother's lonse e was parelv invite I, on ace mnt
of the Princess's prejudice agninst him, and which
o good eomduet on his part ecomed] eapable of
destroying. T give up seeing Lahra altogether
wis o speridies so great that L didl mot fool strone
enonaly 10 make it nor, perhaps, wonld Lanrs her-
solf hiave nnederstomd it YVor, unless hie kept awng
from her for a long time, he knew that the allwie
world wonld continne 1o sa¥ thitt hie saw her every
Q. The more hie shonaht ahont ity the harler
T foumd it to eome to any Jerisinm. ("ansiildering
e now saw e, anl that in

the terms on whick
w spoken of

rormer times they had more than on
the same matter, he nt last yeluetanily resalyvel to
Tay the question before lier, and to ot hier decide
what he should do. Tle hated 1o ask miviee uf any
enm, and e dotestd even the appraranes of shift
ing responsibility upon another. Tt Lie eonlid sei

no other way,

Laurs fonnd it as hard to eowe to o detormina-
During the last sis monthele LER
yry part of her 1if anil she
as natnrally as hs now
inult sitintion

tinn as hie lad

Toeomye Blmest o nersss
wonld have tuened to him
o her for eounss! in any difl
oT Whe fan simple and straight for-
wiplanntions of the
i af Jimeelf:
1i" =W

turned 1
Her nwn charae!
ward to domanid the elahorits
aatire of feiondship, which he e
e pt the ditienliv hefore hier &

it wli
it planly enoeh
“ e maself, T oam perfertly el T
w1 da not e why Talin 111 ¢
vl lesnise thisre are praple Tl epongh 1o
fmagine evil where thees is none Yoou aned B oneenl |

na nstification af oy frivnddship, nnl ne 1 eannnt
it 2 e world, |

sop it 1ot Teast, nm ap h in
< go e whin 1 shanllen
g st lop v mntleer

enfd nt last

it fs mnt el
Pt 1 v
s A vaurssif, in spite of what yol <.

saehit 1 savse |

wevimwl Galigslerd, WY vonrsld oars fiest=your |
mothor next.” |
WA ponpse Yo, ns 0o TaT. Tord at it dn that |
Tiehit Bt df it wers not for mv mother, o ot
imazins that 1 shintifid take auy noties ol what |
people elionse to siy ey have said soeh vile |

ean hardly in

tidngs of me aleen he that thes
v liiferen

anvililng worse, 10 it was perfedtiv | |
von, T i unt say hut what T wight prefer to be ‘
|

pareful.”
w1t what weps inoifterent °7 3
watatn] the s ther enidmatie spreeh

ke ] Mialiri; who

A o el

W your were g bite an fndifforent persin to me
wlich v are not "

Her pyves mot his frankte, and
There was not 4 traee of thmidity or shy
nese in the speoch. S tin] no peason wlhiatever
for eomeraling the faet that eho Tike T hiem. Hut he
on Yus part, o peerdenesd an wll wensation, the
no wwnns clear 1o him

v stnile ] as she

sk

eanine of which was hy
o eoulil nat have toll whether it partank mars |
of watisfaeting ar of disapy intment, Lt It was |
Jistinet emntion of 0 Kind whic h bie hindd never ax I
peeted 4o feel in lier piresrnee
w1 am 2lad von like me” lie waid. =T alinuld he
vrry nnhapns i van did not T value vour frivml- |
iip more than anytidne In th warld ™ |
“ Yo bovve earnesd it 10 ever noman i, ™ sl ane |
L]

1 il ot know how l

swieril
Wt feemnngh thnt T hinve it
T hiave desprved anvehing half so precions |
w1 know more of what voo have done for me |
v safd Tanrn * Nover mind
The faete are sinphe enongh We are gomd
Aus we depend, for a cortnin amoint uwf hap-
aften: heepise the

thun
that
frie
phiess, tpon secsing one anotler
worlid loes not noderstan 1. it expects ns to sacri |
fien oy Inelinations.  For me part, I rofuas. There |
ja oty ome person to he ennsulted—my mather, |
whi is deaper to me than any friend ean e, 1

will spenk to her and male hor s the trath. Tn |
the meantime da nothing, and forget all this ab- |

-
sl ppos,

srred oomplication. Tt 1« anly the nneeal shadal |
ot an tirtifieia] mornlity wineh lins nov fonndntlon
nor trie esistones wlintever. You know that hot
ter than L7

Ghiclerni |'l‘||.r|||'-11.

@ When vou choose 1o pupress vanrsalf atromaly,
e Ao nat lark fores,” he st * In the ol days
1 usetl to faney that if you spolie ant plaidiy, your
sontiments wonlil take the form of a prayer, or o
Temn, or something of that sort h

« 1 man mueh more himan than von think me.”
Tanea answepsd. T told yoa mo onee, anl yon
wonld not helieve me

Lanrs therefore taok the matter into her own

Tnnds, and spoke to her mother abont it Hut the
Priners wis not easily persnaded, anid when the |
snmmer e the twe wern <till st varisnes, Al
woman like Lanea's mother is hard to move wlien
Wl s allowed o prejodics to take fiem oot in
hop miwd, antd heeomes altogether abstinut» whien
that prejudice s tolerably well fonndid, It was
no e ionable faet that Ghisleri hnd nlwivs
Ween eonsidersd @ Aangerons and rather fast man,
whose gequaintanes did not improve u wormin's
reputation, and the Prineess of Oepano had no
means of nnderstanding Lis ronl charneter,
 constant wander to her that Laura shonld ke
him. ‘The exeellent Tady nover at all realized that
1l blond of poor Jack Carlyon was in his danch-
tor's veins, and that, sooner or later, it micht
make ftself felt and produce rather unexpectod e
sults.  Carlyon's elifef characteristio had been his
recklassness of consequenees, 1 the Princess had
remembersd that, she wonld have understood het-
tor why Lanra had marrled Herhert Avden in spite
of his deformities, and why she made an fntimate
frlend of Piotro Ghisleri in spite of Tils reputation.
But Laura hnd never shown any sahversive ten-
deneies in ehilidhood or enrly vonth, und her fenr-
1o tenthifulness, her rather melaneholy and medi-
tative nature when a young girl, and her really
eharitable lieart Lad combined withi lier pale Inmnfl\'
and saintly eves to make her mother suppose hor
infinitely more submissive, obedient and nunlike
than she actually was.  After long nnd patient
disenssion Lavira turnea eather suddenly.
'_" I am not & child, mother,” she suid, “ 1 know
Signor Ghisleri very mueh better than yvon, anl
|""tt-~r than most people enn. T know enonch of
s past Tife to nnderstand that, althongh he has
done many foolish things and same eruel ones, e
is not what 1 eall o had man, and lie has changsd
\'rﬂf muel for the hetter dioring the Inst twno yoars,
1 will not give wp his friendship for the wike of
pleasing a set of peaple wha do not even pretend to
like me”

* Laura, Laurs, take care! You are falling in love
with that man, and he is not fit to be your hus-
band."

“In love?" Laura's deep cycs flashed angrily,

| fosston lind,

Uiehie auliliette ot Gepann, anld that 1t

|l peputation
uf this, for when she mentally teied the |
| |

for tie first time in het mutlier's recollection of her.
“You do not know what you are saying, mother.”

The Princess sighed anid turned her face away.
She attributed the extraordinary change in her
wi's bl influenee, nnd her pre)-
wiliee against him inerensed  aecordingly, she
eonld not see that the girl had developesd i the
eotipse of years intoon fally grown woman whoss
4o not turned ouf to e what she il

danghter to Grhislt

eharacter he
experted.

And Laura wos very anury at the snggestion

that she eonld possibly love Gilisleriequite un-
jnstifinbly so. her mother considersd,  But here,
again, the eller woman Aill the younger an injns-
tiew, Love wias Very far from Laura’s thoughts
just then, though her friendship for Pletyn was
assnming an importanee if liadd not had hofore,

She did not speak acain for some minntes, and
when she did, she spoke auietly and without any
show of aneer.  [ler tone was not harl, nor was
gnything she said oither entting or defiant, bt
tle Princess folt that there was to he no appeal
from the verdict.

“ Denrest mother,” she saild, “T never did any-
thing and I never will do anvthing with the intea-
tvion of displeasing or linrting von. e T have
my own life to lead, and iy own responsihilities to
henr in s own way.  Thers are snme thinzs in
which T must judze for mysell, and one of them
is in the matter of ehoosing my friends”

wif yor had chosen any one but the wild (ihis-
lepl ! ™ sighed the Prineess.

“ A man who knew Lim bettor than either yotl or
T ean loved him dearly, and when hi wos dyine
Badde Lim take eare of me.  The promis: then made
has been faithfully kept, T will not shot my
door 1o my hosband's old friend, who has hwetin
mine, merely heegtse the worl® is what it
liar, an evil speaker, and a shndsrer”

Laura was o Little pale, and the Tids drooped
nver her oves as ghongh 1o hiile something she
woulil not show It was the first time shie lundd
ever apoken of Heebert Arden stiee her elilid haol
Lirom hisrn,

I the world Bl been aware that the matter of
Lo intimaey with Ghislert had heen pder ilisrs-
it wonll huve been much delighred hy lwer
1t would really have leen ton nnkinl
nf conve paallon
not a day

sion
e sinn,
of Lanra to deprive # af a sihjeet
il af neverdlacging interest For
prasad withont o rofopenes to Pietro's devetion to
lier, and the referencs wis parely made withoat
dasly of spite and a little flavorine of soninl venoim
Latita was not to be forziven for having ma s
tihislert prefer her company o that of 4 seore uf
other women, all, in their ostimation, as good:
lnoking ne she, and infinitely mere nereeahle;
Ghisleri himself aceepted the sitnation, as (I
W he wits ronstantly
It seemesd to lim
avind

Vel wishieodd Lim o do so, Aho
peasy abiont his awn position,
that §f there were the slichtest danger of
polor to any sdrivis slander on her niome,
tir ol B amd altozetle fean

it must

Tae hiis efiaty

tinie Tk visita,  Aml he Kaew also tlat he |
natneadly T the last person to livur what wis |
common go=stjpr,  The season, however, progse loon

duietly enengh natil Lent hegan, beinging  the
fertod of mortiticarion and fusting lr wliieh
corfty psvs Bts Jegs lesst amd dts toangnies Nere.
Firia, it may be here aeain sal bfor the glee nf olonr
ness, was the Lenten stison uf e seconl e
wlteer Avdeon's death, and atter the & il bpeals |
tavien Gilislori anc ! Muddalens dell® Al
Aottt sevepnl events o e whiaeh It s
necessaey o eliponiele in zreater lotail  for e

beteer nnderstanding of this history, and for the

Wi eotplote pefatation of the story o Pty pasiel

compmonly apent for some tine alterward, and
which very nearly hroiehit abont thiee titost Jrmyvje
wrabile conseienees

CHAPTER XN

a larce number of piraans

Duriny nedarly a v

fined Twen aeguudnted with the story nf Aldelv's
written confession, hat, as= Lins b sligiwen, the
mntter wan consil pend w0 sepotid s fo iloserve

thies hidahiost snciad honor whileh ean e oane-
ferredd om truth It lued never
of nny sieiter ot the Savelli or of the fetrans
Cornilies, aned bt for Maddplena dell” Armi, telil=
et himself would nevier have heaaal it

Athongh Adele was suffering thie alipe pesults
af her ovil ddeeds in tlie shope of almost in
wnpplinds, e prineipul pans of hor first feirs
iNiess no 1 or traubls]l her s

Sl now helipved that the con

wpgrpeney
peapliesd Fhise elirs

irihide

sd ponseiient

it haid onee done
yftor all, canght upon sonee projection
ol the minsonry in the st
wonlil pever

Or 1N satper Ores
e fenred of namine It was ineroailde, she thoneht,
that if any person had found it and vl i1, Tw or
el sfpinll ot attempt to extort o lirge som uf
Pt po wne ipperared to demanl any-

ey for it
thing Phint was safliecdont proof that no one
sl Pl doerment, nml it mnst theredore |
rorabi] anfely wlhere it hl fieller.  Blor cne and
only feng wie lost something slipulid hanppen o thiate
part of the castle win b i ghit mian ke repaies nev'is
wiry, atel possible Tead to the ke epy of
Tetter.  at that was imprid b gl eAtreme
T hie tfiassive walls hised sl oe they wepe during
pearly four centuries, and dul not show nny sign
of wenliness,  As for Lacin, 1 s gever bty
the seeret, ur hifnted to her present mistross ot
thers was n sevret to Letray, andl Qf any story aot
wllont by her sgeney, Aidele enchil deny 4t v b
bosr position wus strinc en megh dn the world to
foree st peaple Toareept Jor slenjul She il
st lanulimd at the o, The prineipal state
wient vontaized In the eonfesaion wonld sesm ale
mosl  grofesgie o its improtadulity sl lenew
very well that if she ever heanl si hoan action
impnted ta Iy worst etemy she wont il met Bliev e
it s whe wonld not sven take the tranhle to pepeit
it, hoeanss nothing wis mors fuoli=h thin to et
of tedlinee dnepedible tales, She was

e stipe
position she four
epedenne to

Tt she eoulil not hinve given

i G4 even o oany

aerased Lanes Anden of haveinie dhome the e, Anl
an she hated Laurn with a wholedurpte | hatreed
that il not hesitute at teifles, sl consibered thie
argnment to b conclnsive

Ter hntred grew as e fietal eflocts af the mor-
pliine Tegin to it tle B Brain ol disturly the
strofig poner of solfanteal whael el Borne hr
theongl so many dingers Tl piovessity for kesp-
fng up an gutward show of gond pelations with lier
stop-sister on patin ol e sevepest fnaneial #l'l]ll-lh
went i1 =he angepsl her father, ieritate b lier ex-
fromiely, © She wits well aware that, in spite pie
reconeilintion atd of hier own telivior, thie widrl |
“till ehinas to helieve most of the things =he hal
formerly said of Tanra, and that the Litters posi-
tion was anvthing hut ety inhile Neverthielrss,
Lot sewtiend to sinpy pve very wiell, andd i Aidebes
epinion Toed olstuined far more than her shiope of
wooil things  That she hald iy wuffer® 1ot
by, i lier own way, hy e deatle of her hinsband,
notie knew better than vddele, wd that, at least,
wos i satisfuetion.  But in other wins sl Wi
singilorly fortunate.  Her Tittle hoy was as prirly
aned steong ol sonnd as any mother vonld have
wishiedd, for defornmity which s thie pesilt of aest-
dent is mot inherited,  Moreover, there et ] i
I Hitthe ddonnt hut that the unele from whom Ars
den Tl expweted 0 Lrae fortune wunhd now legve
i money to litthe Herbert Faniran wirs, il conre,
dechle lly paor at present, peleing from Adiele's
point nf view, tit b the Nl she led she neile
vory litthe money, and what she hal suftiond for
bor wants.  She was evidently gnite contentel,
Then, ns thongh the rest wore not enongli, sl hal
what Adele called a monopoly of Puetro tilusheri,
wha oeteil g though e intended th marey her,
and whom she reesived < thongh she pieant to ac-
copt him. A« Laurs Ariden, soeiety conll treat
her o it plessd, but as Ghislori's wife suriety
wonld ot only open its arms to her, hat wabld in
ol Tikelilinod pspottse Ber eanse b any futiee diffor.
enee or dienlty. Ghisleri wonll know liow 1y
aestre e position, and would Bhave o diMealey
in making her vespertad, for he was o n
tienlarly unpleasant pergon to iarrel v
it wis ot every ohe who Tl Campodonteo’s Tnek.
Of cottrae, there might vt b time to prevent the
marriage, and Adele pashly pesolved that if tlat
woere possible she would necomplish it

OFf lute glie lind begian to inelude Ghilslerd in her
hatred of Lanra, laving Aol given np the at-
fempt to atteact him inte o fmmedints cirele,
e was slways the same with Ger, pnd never, in
thie eotirse of yenrs, Taed seemed willing o sdvanes
bovond the Dits of ovdfiary sl feiendly e
annintanee, though she had often i to deaw him
frther.  The opdinary methods fuled with L.
e eonld not e tempted into mnking eontidences,
whieh stop is one of the fiest and perhinps e minat
important iy the opilinnry, Tabinessc ks tirtation.
T was apparently indifferent to priise s hie> Wis
to blume, exeopt [Pl 060 0F 1Wa - persons 10
never lid an enemy tooenin whom he e |
woman's help, a short wethodd of penehine intimaey
whioh is not te e despised o cdesling with yeline |
had people.  Taast of all wis e o man who eonthl
e fexd o comipronse himseld in g woman's eyves in
siel i wav na to consider it hisduty to make love
to her,  Adale hod tried all thess approvid wavs
of heginning a serlons Mirtation wlrrl Pisten, bt
had failed each time, and 1t envaged hor to se s that

ura goull keep him without any sgritagem nt
ull, hy sheer foree of attraction,  For 'she had no
belief at all in their platonic triendship. QOae or

Wt ol |
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150 Ladk Rugs,

At 2-50 and 3.00 each,

300 Daghestan and Persian Rugs,

8 00
At 5 . each.

50 Kazak, Guendjec and Carabagh
Rugs,

[ At 91 0.00 ench.

Balindirr,

Always in stock ever
mnde in the world.

Japanese, Chinese,
Turkish and India Goods,

' 877, 879 BROADWAY.
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Offer Spocial Inducements Monday, June 5th, in the following :

200 Coula Rugs,

At '3-“ 1o 8-“«-&.
200 Anfiqus and Modern Shervan
Rugs, —_

500 Antique and Modern Rugs,

Shiraz, Carabagh, Kazak and
Shervan,

At '1 21.. to 20.“ each,

ALSO OPENING LARGE SHIPMENTS OF

Ushalk, Demirvdjilk,
Mohair and Candahar Carpets.

y size, make and color of any Oriental Carpet or Rug

Ferehan, Savalan, Ispahan,

the other, or hoth, must he in love, for the very
siniple aned well known reason that a permanent
lose (riendship Between man and woman within
voptabn linits of nge was an ntter impos=ihility.
I ateen was perhaps too fonligh to pealize the fact,
foit, Ghisler was eortainly not the man to forget
Lt st lsliked hine hecanse she lindl not hweon
alile to attraer him hepsell, and she hated him for
Iinee attrneted by Lanr.

| S now made iip her mingd that unless alie conlil
Prein him in Lnra’s wtjmntion, the marriige vl
| Bt Iw prevented, and she hecin to revolve the
ehanees for areomplishing lier purpose. Her in-

| golligones was not what it luel twwn, for it wis
| stithiect now to fits of abnormal artivity wnil toon
cilisement pEaction, in which she wa= not alwavs
!-<-| feetly well aware of what was going on aronnd
wr. In the one state she was rash, npver-exeited,
nervans: in the other she was dull and apathetie,
el 1ot erseIf i hazy dreams of o rather diseon-
neetsd eharneter, The conawuenes was that sie
forml it very haed to lit upon uny fropsee Ve
plan whivn |-ra---r|tml even the faintest lipe of
SH Severnl times she was on the ‘mint of
| dning something very foolish, when she had almest
st vanteol of hepself, and she wis only saved hy
tiw lonz hahit of worldly tact whieh wonld proba-
iy snrvive all her wther far L it they wore
wperked B the hahit whieh was Lilline her. Bt
e grow disteustful of herself and of her powers,
sifloring was arhded o the tnaay =
alrendy b a!ly hessme pon-

| Wb the terrilile ehange in b elf.  She tried
to il oie K11 she eould ahont Pirtro Ghislert

A1 that time fll Rome wiae goine madl it malk-
§ i money hy s wenlation, and ull sort= of dishon-
nepsssnriy went nnder covier of

in themstlves,  Mlele dail her

s,

il o new
ol o hear as she gradn

sof TRt tions
dpeater anes honest

st fo gseeptain whether Gliislori was eon-
monteed with  oany of them, or with any
diadl waatever  of oo nature whieh  rould  Tw
| vpigiwinnd.  But <he Jf alteeothor. 1l Tl 1
Lun at the general prish fur money with perfect in-
Jdifhetenes, and was guite content with the Littls e
| alrends prissessed, =1t struek Adele thit a eard
| acsnital swondd div Tiim as mueh hinrm as anvthing,

) Niis fomdness for play,
Ay played at all, nmd
il
Siy pap s shooeon ] Jenen
e hand clunged his mede of 1ife very somsiilepably
Anirnie tlee pst two vears, 11 AHS qlite esrtain
[ Phant Do el slefinitely hroken with Maddalens dell’
Armiis thoish no e was sirs ol the exaer dite at
whith the puptare hid taken plaee.  They wers
potl elover peapls, who Jgept their seerets 10 thim-
wolves on the simple wlin that, if m thing is not
||'.- hr Temowny, §2 shotbl not e talil, T anrs wis
the only other womsn whom Lo visited rreeulavly,
mipl Yids dolnes wers fir ton well known to maks
it possiblie 1o float a wyndal alont him in eon-
ot with seme one wher, whieh shoull pes h
; Pesdides, Tanrn wonld nat cars She
t takine the slightesd no-
times she hatd not ol
Wl thior e saw Madilulonn evers dar or oot Al
sl wunted, thonzht vidole, was that fahisleri
| «honld T at er feot _and thors he was
| Ar last she Tib vpon the mther will nlan of
pedcine Celnpslord himsell what she haid Twtrer o
T hres Wirs hing diahwlical in the iden of mak-
ing s own in cpder to ruin him. whirh
.|;||-|'w| 1o her

£ linp Drnin
il nerves,  They anid she
ot sight of him that very night ata Tenton
|'|I'\‘\ im b “-ll]'v\‘.lrl'ln o of the last ever
civen in that honse, Ty 1l by, for the family wos
piineed snon afterwarsd,  She fullowssl him in the
pposwed s tonelisd Wi Slionller with her fun.

yiul she el ip
Vit wars infopmem] that be
g 0 toa litele if

The weps hardd to eateh

e
Jonvipm's o
was it eapable of oo
tive, jnst as in former

g
Aviee
i the present state o
often met di ooty

w Wl won sive ne Vinr arm A7 she askel
Cllamks. Towant toosit Aown somewhere,  There

j4 o sofa over there

Yo sl eome to 1 v
aniil Cririslort ng they sat down. “ Tt must he for
the snke of saving st hinz interesting, for 1t
e eortpinly nor he an the hope of hearinz any-

thine of the kind,
“yan ean st make sharp speechoas,” a1
vdelis, = 1 thouht my stopsiater had I'nn‘-:r!_o*l
vt il that you were turning ity a sort of saint

I'n pty =
sl 1petro, conlly. * W ol

w0ty vt thonghit so” (
whvan wore mistaken,  There s no tittle of

talking matehes, Tae”

vl }
proprieey aloit e, as nsnal, ve of sintship
wither ™

ilupidated foatures

e lopked at the worn anel
b oof thee wommnn Desiches Tiim, ot Iy
Pristrelors oves, atid he altnost prtied her. s waon-
ol Dl tlpr coarnge to kesn up the
comedy and to face the worll as she difld, night
[ after nicht, nld lisfore e vouti was hall aver,
| nuly when she had heen protty bt two years PAr-
lier, weary always, and hannted by the shlow
nf this poiaen to wlhich she wis algve
“Yan need not b angry,” she answere il |
Al et tmean anytiing Aispireeabile. 1 wish yon
| wintld say more sharp things: it is refreshine to
| Tnr & man talle after listeninig o a pack of lietls

or hollow eliveks an 1

|.|T'-|'r-|1 hirnw

hoyvs "
BAVTY oo von listen to them ? " .
wThey amnsa me for Hve minntes, and when 1
ws that 1 cannotr zot

e tolorated them ns long
I|'|-l af them.  Then [ hwgin to long for o little
sepiors talle with a man like von -a man one ean
aske n qnestion of with the liope of getting a mi-
songlils ansaer,” .

“ Non e very good to put it in that way, sal i

Ghisleri.  * Have you any pieticalar question to

[ nske me now ? 1 will Tws ns intensely reasomalle as

11 ean in my reply, on powdition that it is a thing
of whiel 1 know nothine w hutever,”

| What an estraorlinary postrietion " onelaimed

Al
16 1 should know anything nhont

Yot at all, .
| the mitter in hand it wonld be sure to e wo little

that it wonld econfuse me and ll:lﬂl]ll“l‘ the froo
working of my imazination, whivh might othierwis
produce interesting and even <tartling effects,  You
way have heard that little knowledge is danger-
sus That is the weaning of the proverh,”

w1 knew [ shonld g mmwlh(lw orfzinal from
[ v, You alwayvs say something which no onwe els
wonlil”

“ And von alwavs idiseover in e some new aml
hosntiful aunlity which Laad esenped my noties”
answered Ghislerd,  * [a it with a view fo getting
<ome particular sort of auswer to the question yon
meditate, that you fintter me &0 nieely hefors usk-
T L

@ (O conrse, ™ langhed Adels. What did you ox-
[ peet?  Bine T o pot think yoi will unswer the
pestion at wll. You woirll give me o dissertation
on something else wnd then ko away und leave me
torn to pleees by the little boys ugnin.”

Wit an awinl death Tanghed Ghislerl, “1
will not leave you, will protect you against
wl wzions of little Ty ”
You look as if you conld,
SUPUME A% PVER TIOW, ire Yon not?  Yon never feel
any pain from your wonnd 2

“Never, " answered Pletro, indlifferently. “ Was
that the grave question to whieli you wanted o
wepions il well-considered reply "

w Do not be phsurd U erled Adele, with a langh.
“ e hins to make eivil inquiries of that kind some-
times. 1t is w soeinl duty.  Fven if 1 hated you
I shonled ask i Yo were well. ™

O course, 1l tushioned poisoners in the
Middidle Ages didd that, Tt was of no tise to wasty
PAPENSIY e POIsOn on i i who was 1L and might
i withont it They praetised ceonomy.”

: CSWhnt w horrible ilil‘al'-" eaelaimed Adelo, shd-
eriny

“ [oprible idens were the fashion then,” npausd
Ghisteri. =1 have thonght w wreat amf' ahont
those thmes sinee you showed me thess interesting
plices nt Gerano, nearly 1Wo yeaes igo. The mol-
vrn publisher of primers would have niade  hin
fortuns nnder the Dorgia domination. Faney the
titles : ‘Every man his own exccutioner, & pracii-
cal guide for headsmen, torturers and polsoners,
by o member of the pryfesslon (diploma) with

—

You are quite a8

e ——————

notes, diagrams and a speeial tahile o &
snd instructions for u:mu the pnlt'nI r:.':n;:::?::“
ete) Do not that sonnd wildly intoresting
They would have had it on the drawing-room tabls
in every eastle, It wonld have heen a !pln;u]hl
honk for hawkers,  Gepano made me think of it "™
Adele laughed in a rather foreea way, and hor
oved moved uneasily, glanving quickly in ons dis
veetion and another.
= You would have heen a deeadful parson in thos

timew, T am quite sare,” she said. * You woul
have hoen a monster of cruelry,”
0 eourse | shionld,  So should we all, But we

manaze those little things so easily now, anl so
mteh more tastefully.” !

w Fxaetle.” saifd Adele, who saw lier ehants and
an opportinity of turning the conver-ation at the
wime time,  © 1 woild like your views upon mol-
epnn sncinl warfore. I yon wished to ruin your
enemy, how wonld yon go ahonut je 2" >

S A wan o aowoman " asld Gihisleri

SO, both, X man first, It is alwa
to injure 4 man than a woman, is it not *°

sy they sav.  Dooyou wish to kill the man op
to ruin him altogether. or only t3 injare him in
the eved of the world 27

“Tuke the three in the other onder,” sugzestsd
Adele. A were injury first—anl the rest aftor-
wirl.”

“Vure well, T have samething very neat in the
killing line—to nss the shopkeeper style. I will
keep it to the end.  Let me sec. Yon wish to do
W man o ereat fniney—enongh, sav, fo make &
waoman who lovis liim tnrn upon him, Is that 127

“Yos, that wonld do very well,” il Adele, a8
thongh she were diseussing the fashion of a new
frock

“1f yvou hanpen te he a gomld Lanl at foroery,®
answernd Ghisler, with perfect equanimity, * write
a number of letter- purporting to he from him te
another woman,  Put anvthing vou liks inty them,
take them to the woman whe Dses him. anl aske
4 Iaree sum for them. She will nroballe pav it
andd leave him.  Yon will aeeomplish vone objeet
and sarn money at the same time. If you eannot
foraw his hanwriting, foree that of an imazinary
woman—that is easy snon Hi—and follow the same
fotipes 48 before, Tt is almast sies to speaed,

“AVhat 1 surpnssinely disbwlieal sehomp!” exe
claimed Adste, with o lanch.

“ Vou, T datter mself it = not bad, Of conrss
von e make the mntter p'lhljn if nnly von are
sipe of the forzery heing gand, or of an imaginare
woman Deire fortheami at the right moment,
ut, on the whole, the finest way f ruining s mam
Tasfore the world is to steal his monev, Ny peprtae
;inl' can stamd poverty andl slander at the same

imie,

w Rt dt jx net always ensy to steal o man's
ol tend Addele
unless o mam fa vory rioh, Tring &
if Tin fights it th Jive-

silmly.
haridee

money,”

w1, ves,
it newinst his title, ant
vors will et up all he has. Then v ean play
the maznianimons part amld sav thnt vou give up
the sitit ant of pity for Lim. That i vers proty,
too. Bt the prettisst of al! s thee now wayv of
killing people, heeanse noholy eun possihly finl
v ot o

w Wit do von make themdis of 27 aslisl Alels,
nervansly

"I']||.!nr.|—l_\'p|[!|‘_ fovor, almost anvthierT yvon
ploase. It is # convenisnt wat heenise 1l opls
demie of the dny is geporally 1 most rondy te
faand,  What it you sav ® I hoo vour nardon, T
thonght yon sp Yo, it fs delightful, and in
moat enses [ halisva it b nliost sups o snesand,
T dined with Gonaelie last n ht, and Profossop
Whstersehindor, the great German anthority on
erttine np live rabbirs. von kvnw, was there, A
oharming man—sponks Froned lils hnman heing,
anid nnderstands Traban well 1 likel him very
mieh The eonversation tirnsl ipon murder,
Yon know Gonupehe fins n taste £ horrors, heing
the gontlest and kindest of men,  The professop
told 4 lone store of a dnetor wha mupdsre] the
fother, mother and annt of 2 ¢irl whom none of the
three wonld let liim  marey, He dibi it in the
eonrse of medienl trentment with thres dilferent
vagotphla poisons- masterle.  the professor sall.
Thors was an inguire and they dug pvervhody up
agnin. and all that sort of thing. bt no one sonl
pasitively prove anything and the Tretor married
the airl after oll”

“You seem full of horrors this proning.” waid
Adels, moving one shonlider in i restloss, jerking
wav which was beeoming hahit

w1 alwavs am,” answered tihistord, turning his
rald hines eyves on “1 know thes most horrihla
things and am always just on the point of saying

them "
enclnimml  Adole, shrinking

w Plogas da not!”
Awnt from himinte the eorner of the sofa, nlmast

in ohysieal fonr of him now,

w1 wna telling yon abiont the elinlern triek, op
I was gaing to tell you. The other story was only
the prebude.  After giving jr to ns with a numher
af details T have foreotion, Profossor Wistarsehine
dor Tannehed out abant the woniers of sclanre, ne
thoss men alwavs do, anil posirtyely made me une
comfortable with the nambers of unfortunate ribe
hits and pupreies he ent to <hre s in his sanversa-
tion.  Then he enme o the point and hegan te
explain how easy it is to munreder people by natnral
s like typhoe, Tt 0 done by taking the—
o] Hpnvins, Phomna Adele, what is the matter "

Adele had uttepsd a short, Jow erv, and her facs
bl turmed very white,  Tler lins werm contorted
in an expression of angnish sueh a2 Pistra ha
nover seen, and her fine wers twisting togethor
as thongh they wonld b k.

w(an T do anything *™ he askad, anyionsly,  Ha
foursd she wae gning th be srived by some kind of
ponvilsion, bt the woman's strong will helped
hier even then.

STl my fan hefors my arm.’
anv, and she felt for somvthing in
her right hand,

In a moment she prodn

¢l managed to
hor pocket with

opdd @ tiny svrinze with &
point like o nesdle, and w little hottle, With
indredible quirknesa anl i1l ahe tilledd the syrings,
pricked the skin on her oft arm, and man the noint
into it, and then pressed the tiny piston slowly
till it wonld_go no further. T tittle more than
ane minnts she had pot everything into her notts
ot nasin, and taking her fan feom (shisteri's hand,
feaned hack in the eorner of the sofa, with a sizh

of relief, %

o [ am afraid T made you nervous, he sail, In®
tone of apolwey.

“ Nt I}l all," she answernd. 0T hind fopotton
ta tnloe my maorphine s s roming—that was all.
I suffer terribly with puins in my head when I do
not tnke it.”

“ Aned is the pain gone alroady ?
in aome sarprisy, and wondering
ANAWET.

“(h, no!,DBut it will

" asked Ghistsrel,
lLow ahe wouldl

hoe gone Yery soon I am
anjetor when I know T have taken the morphina.
Of conrse,” sho said, with a foren lanzh, “von misd
not suppose that [ take it often, not even evere
day. [ believe it is very had in Jurae quantities,

WOt conrse.”  Ghisleri eonld hardly lelp emiling
at the poor attempt to disdain mmy slavery 1o tha
futal deug, eontradicting, a8 it did, what she h
waid hut a moment hefore.

For the third time sinee Arden’s death the eon-
vietlon eame upon him that Adele had heen the
peaponsihle cause of it, an’l this time it was desti
to he permanent, The theory of eoinel lenes was
oxhansted and he abandoned it The storfes he
had told hor abont Professor \\'untmt'hlll:l»r._t'ho
wrent German authority, were quite trus, ant G
leri’s eyes had been opened on the provions even-
ing to the possibilities of avil diselosed bt modern
woienee. I,n was not vet sure of what Adele had
done, hut he was convinesd thar the general na-
ture of the process she liad employed to communt-
cnte the fever to Arden was similur to thase which
the professor hud described, and that she must,
in all prohability, have got the necessary
mation frow & scientific book or article on the sub-




